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Subhash Chandra built the world's largest structure dedicated
to the meditation style he credits with his success.
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very day busloads of tourists arrive in Gorai, a seafront

suburb of Mumbai, and head to Esselworld and Water

Kingdom, two popular theme parks built by Indian bil-

lionaire Subhash Chandra’s Essel Group. Since 2008 the

traffic to Gorai has jumped several-fold. Around 10,000 of
those people are seeking something other than a ride down a water
slide. They are going to the giant golden pagoda. You can see it from
miles around rising from the trees in a sharp fingerlike spire aimed at
the clouds. The people are going to the pagoda to sit in Vipassana, an
ancient Buddhist meditation style seeing a revival in India.

His name is not anywhere on the pagoda, but the landmark’s great
patron is none other than Chandra, who made a $1.8 billion fortune
off television network Zee TV, watched by 500 million viewers a day.
He largely credits meditation for his business success. His teacher
for going on two decades is Satya Narayan Goenka, the 86-year-old
guru who spearheads the Vipassana movement. In 1997 Chandra
gifted the 13-acre plot on which the temple stands. It was worth an
estimated $5 million when he parted with it and is probably worth
twice as much today.

The Global Vipassana Pagoda took 11 years to build. It is 325 feet
tall and painted bright gold, a replica of Myanmar’s 2,000-year-old
Shwedagon Pagoda in Yangon. It has the distinction of being the
world’s largest hollow stone dome constructed without any support-
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